Ruth M. Ekhoff
May 15, 1930 - April 19, 2020

Ruth M. Ekhoff, 89, of Peoria, passed away on Sunday, April 19, 2020 at her residence.
A drive through visitation will be from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. on Thursday, April 23, 2020 at
Cumerford-Hurd Funeral Home, 428 West McClure Avenue in Peoria. Please enter the
funeral home from the back entrance on the Flora Avenue side. A private interment will be
at Swan Lake Memory Gardens.
Ruth was born on May 15, 1930, a daughter of Erwin and Alyda (Ackerman) Meylink. She
married Ray Ekhoff on August 24, 1950 in Cedar Grove, WI. He survives.
She is also survived by her children, John (Nohora) Ekhoff of Peoria and Susan (John)
Price of Brimfield; sisters, Carol Vaughan of Vancouver, WA, Judy Heuver of Cedar Grove,
WI and Janice Jennings of Plano, TX; grandchildren, Lauren Coyle, Jessica (Dane
Canada) Ekhoff and Erin Pudik; great grandchildren, Reese and Connor Coyle and many
nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her sister, Phyllis Stewart.
Ruth had a passion and gift for teaching. She was a teacher in a one room school house
in Wisconsin. When she moved to the area, she was a substitute teacher in the Brimfield
School District. She also taught bible study for over 30 years. She and her husband were
members at Grace Presbyterian Church in Peoria. After their retirement, they enjoyed
many winters in Gulf Shores, Alabama where they were members at First Baptist Church.
She was a gifted painter, especially ceramics. Over the years, she gave away many
nativity sets. She loved making home cooked meals for her family every Sunday. Most
importantly, Ruth valued her faith, friends and family. Her friends and family will miss her
dearly.
The family would like to thank OSF Hospice for their compassion and care, especially her
wonderful nurse, Christine.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial contributions may be made in Ruth's
memory to Grace Presbyterian Church or to St. Jude Midwest Affiliate.

Events
APR
23

Visitation

10:00AM - 12:00PM

Cumerford-Hurd Funeral Home
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Comments

“

Ruth was an angel on earth and now she is an angel in heaven. One of the kindest,
most caring and giving people I knew. I know she will be greatly missed by her family
and friends. Prayers for you, Ray, and the entire family. You are all in my thoughts
and prayers.
Gale Everhart

Gale Everhart - April 23, 2020 at 09:43 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Ruth was a dear sweet lady and will be dearly missed
by all who knew her. I would like to share a memory: many years ago when I worked
at the Brimfield Insurance Office, I was graciously invited to the Ekhoff’s for a meal.
As mentioned in Ruth’s obituary, she was a wonderful cook. Her dinnerware pattern
was Yorktowne by Pfaltzgraff Company. My first complete set of dinnerware was
Yorktowne purchased 48 years ago! I am still serving meals on that dinnerware, and I
think of Ruth with every serving. Prayers for peace and comfort to the Ekhoff family.

Sherry C Powers - April 21, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

Ray we are lifting you and your family before the Lord. I’ve been blessed to know her
and share conversations about her faith and Bible truths. I celebrate the joy that she
is with Jesus. We are praying you through the days ahead.
Chuck and Cindy
Salisbury

Chuck and Cindy Salisbury - April 20, 2020 at 10:35 PM

“

When my daughter died Ruth opened up her home for our family to have a meal and
get together. We were new to brimfield and didn't know many people but Ruth made
us all feel cared for. I will never forget her kindness to us. Ruth and her husband also
hosted vacation bible school at their home. Such a lovely woman I know her loss will
be huge for her family but I hope you'll take comfort in knowing she's with Jesus and
you will all be together again some day. Hugs and prayers.
Vickie and Larry Blankenship

Vickie blankenship - April 20, 2020 at 10:25 PM

“

Kim & Jaci Hansen lit a candle in memory of Ruth M. Ekhoff

Kim & Jaci Hansen - April 20, 2020 at 06:28 PM

